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Key Vocabwlowy What I shouwld Know
Word Definitiow
Trishalds Kalasha

Mandir A place of worship for

people of the Hindw faith.
Awm One of the most sacred

symboly i Hinduism.
Brahuwmawv The supreme God to-Hindus:
Karmov The idea that all actions

howe consequences which

affect how people will bes

rebovw invtheir next life.
Muwrtt St‘wtutezyorpn&ot‘lw&y = Q;‘ Main shrine || -«

d@p&ot’W\ngmdeod/y \Sj/@ \,C%t ) Aum
Pujov The Hindw act of worship.
Pandit A Hindwpriest. £ — Bl s
Dowalis The festival of Light: K ot
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Vedas The earliest sacr e/d/book/yof Shoe rack / Vedas

the Hindus, o collectiow of 7 X

hynmung and poems.
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Importont/Key Facty

AW Hindus believe that life, deativand re-
birthv awe: v contivuious process.

Hindug believe inv one supreme God who-
created everything and containg every
chawracteristic invthe universe. The supreme
God iy made up of many different gods who-
con take the form of huumans ov animals.
Many gods awe worshipped in Hinduism.
Each Hindw god. is said to-be av diffevent
port of the supreme God: ‘Brawnouwy.

The thwee most important Hindw gods are
Brahwo (the Creator), Shivaw (the Destroy-
er) and Vishwuw (the Protector); together
they make up avtrinity (Trivuuwti).

Hinduism hay several Holy Books. The old-
est awre called the Vedas and awe writtes in
Sawuskrit. The word Veda means

As well as the Vedas, collections of Hinduw
hymny and prayers; there are loty of stories
about Hindw gods. A populaw one iy v long
poem called the Ramayana, the stovy of
Lovd Roumay, v Indiowy prince; and his
wife Sitw.

Hindus bow when they prayy invthe mandir.

Hindus believe that people can be borw
again after death; this iy known as rein-
caurnation. Inveach life the persow is re-
wawded ov punished for what they have
done invthe previous life (kawrma).

Hindw people go-on pilgrimages to-places
that are sacred to-the Hindw faitiv. The
river Ganges invIndiov iy said to-flow from
the feet of the god Vishwmuw and iy sacred to-
Hindus, who-believe that bathing inthe
Ganges washes away sins.

Festivaly

Holi

Holi iy also- knoww as the festival of colowrs. It
marks the beginning of spring; usuwadly in Mowch
and celebrates new life. Colouwrs are thwown to-re-
mind people that we need to- make owr lives col-
owrful. Red symbolises power, ovange shows purity
and greew iy for love. The festival of Holu is linked
with two- stories: The legend of Holikaw and Pradv-
lad and The story of Krishna and the milkmaids.

Diwali

Diwali iy v very important celebratiow for Hindus. It iy
knoww as the “festival of lighty” and celebrates the new
yeaw. During the festival, Hindus celebrate o Diwali legend
of the return of Ramav and, Sitaw to- Ramav's Kingdom,, after

brating good over evi and happiness.
Nowratri

L Py i Nawratri means ‘nine mglqty whwhwhow many days of
\V\‘ 3 celebration are held for this festival. It is dedicated to-the
' goddess Durgow and her nine day battle to-defeat the de-
; R monking, Mahishaswro. For nine days; the goddess Dur -
g is pravyed to-and worshipped. There o nightly feasty
B ? ond, special dances.

Beliefy
These are some of the cove beliefs that Hindus share:

° Truthv i eternal—Hindus believe that they should pursue knowledge and
understanding of the truth.

° Dharma—Dhawmov is v complex ideo that includes the right behaviowr, following
the moral law (and not just what yow feel like doing) and taking ones duties
seviously.

° Reincornation—They believe that the soul cannot be destroyed. Instead they be-
lieve inv reincarnation, whichy means that the soul existy in the body but when av
living thing dies it enters v new living thing.

° Moksha—Moksha means libevation of the soul from the cycle of deatihvand rebirtiv

Websites, Books,
Resources

Websites:
True Tube

hittps://www.truetube.co-uk/fllim/

BBC Bitesize

hitps://www.bbc.co-uk/bitesize/
topi 6n39

Books:

Celebrating Hindw Festivaly by
Lig Miles

Ganesha's Sweet Toothv by Sanjoy
Patel

Lighting o Lamp: A Divali Story
by Jonwny Zucker

Other resowrces:
BBC Food

htps://www.bbc.co.uk/food/
tducation quizgzges
httpsi//

www.edumcationquizgszes.com/
specialist!/ religiov-hinduwism/
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